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Statement on the Northern Ireland Peace Process
September 1, 1998

I join Prime Ministers Blair and Ahern in
welcoming today’s statement by Sinn Fein Presi-
dent Gerry Adams committing to exclusively
democratic and peaceful means in the political
process in Northern Ireland. Sinn Fein joins
its voice to the vast majority of Northern Ire-
land’s people who are determined to see, in
Mr. Adams’ words, that ‘‘violence is a thing of
the past, over, done with, and gone.’’ This state-

ment is an important contribution to building
the trust and confidence necessary to make the
Good Friday accord a reality.

I am looking forward to meeting personally
with all the party leaders in Northern Ireland.
I will urge them to work for full and speedy
implementation of the Good Friday accord—
the best way to put an end to conflict and
ensure peace in Northern Ireland.

Statement on Harold Ickes’ 1996 Campaign Financing Activities
September 1, 1998

Harold Ickes has been an important part of
this administration’s efforts to move our country
forward and has devoted much of his life to
improving the lives of all Americans. He has
been a trusted adviser and a dedicated public

servant. I am confident that investigators will
find he acted lawfully and appropriately.

NOTE: Mr. Ickes was formerly Assistant to the
President and Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy
and Political Affairs.

Statement on Senate Action on Appropriations Legislation
September 1, 1998

For the past month, I have criticized the
House Republican education and training budg-
et because it shortchanges America’s future.
Today I am pleased that a bipartisan group of
Senators voted to reject parts of the extreme
House Republican education and training budg-
et and make many—but not all—of the critical
investments in our future that I believe are nec-
essary for America to succeed in the 21st cen-
tury. This afternoon the Senate Labor-HHS ap-
propriations subcommittee voted to restore full
funding for home heating and cooling assistance
for low-income families and summer jobs for
disadvantaged youth. Unlike the House Repub-
lican budget, they voted to make many of the
essential investments in our children for which
I have been fighting.

The Senate subcommittee, however, did not
adequately fund several education and training
investments that I believe are vitally important

to our Nation’s future. For example, they did
not provide the resources necessary for us to
move forward to ensure that every 8-year-old
can read on his or her own and every 12-year-
old can log on to the information superhighway.
The Senate bill is a good first step, but there
is still more work to do.

I look forward to working with the Senate
on this bill to expand educational opportunity,
improve child care, set voluntary national aca-
demic standards, protect continuity in critical
health programs, and help young people in high-
poverty areas. Finally, as I have said before,
Congress must take action to modernize our
schools and help provide smaller classes with
well-qualified teachers.
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